FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
LOUISVILLE, KY

CONTACT: PENNY PEAVLER
502-263-9631

St Matthews Farmers Market Announces COVID-19 Responsive
2020 Season at 4124 Shelbyville Road
The St. Matthews Farmers Market will open for the 14th season
on Saturday, May 9, 2020 at 4124 Shelbyville Road, two doors
down from the original location. Hours of operation are 9 a.m. to
12 noon. Farmers markets are essential businesses and are vital
to food access for consumers and the livelihoods of farmers.
This season, farmers markets are transitioning from community
gathering spaces to transaction-based markets, or IN & OUT
markets. We made operational and procedural changes to protect customers, farmers,
and staff / volunteers and to mitigate the spread of disease, including following all
guidance provided by the Kentucky Cabinet for Public Health (KCPH).
In addition to integrating the KCPH, Kentucky Department of Agriculture, and Metro
Louisville Department of Health and Wellness guidance, we are requiring that our
farmers, food vendors, and other market partners adhere to best practices as outlined
by the Center for Disease Control and Prevention to reduce the exposure and spread of
coronavirus COVID-19.
The market will be held at 4124 Shelbyville Road, adjacent to the original location, as
the Beargrass Christian Church campus is closed until at least June 1, 2020. This
location is the site of the former St. Matthews Woman’s Club and is behind Owens
Medical Plaza. We are grateful to Mercedes-Benz Louisville for use of the space.
Enter the market at the stoplight at Shelbyville Road and Thierman Lane. Parking is
available at Owens Medical Plaza.
The market layout will be focused on health and safety. Market-goers are encouraged to
come, practice social distancing, and purchase what they need - but not linger.
We will be operating as an open-air grocery with only those items deemed essential;
produce, meat, dairy, and food products like honey and jams will be available for
purchase.
Market goers are encouraged to pre-order to speed up the transaction process and limit
exposure. Pre-orders are not required. A list of participating farms and their pre-order
instructions can be found on the website at
https://smfarmersmarket.com/about-smfm/covid19-special-operating-procedures/

Contactless drive-thru pick-up is also available for pre-orders. Pre-order from a
participating vendor, then print your name and the name of the farm or vendor you
ordered from on a piece of paper. Drive to the market and a volunteer will direct you to
the pick-up tent. Hold up the piece of paper bearing your name and name of farm, with
your window closed. A runner will retrieve your order. You will be directed to a parking
space to wait. Open your trunk. A runner will place the order in your trunk and close it.
CDC guidelines call for all market goers and vendors to wear gloves and masks. A
limited supply of gloves will be available at the market entrance.
All vendors will have new bags for produce purchased.
Hand sanitizer will be provided thanks to our friends at the Evan Williams Bourbon
Experience.
Vendors are responsible for
wiping down their booths with
bleach solution each hour.
Vendors and volunteers are
required to wash their hands
each hour.
There will be no food prepared
on site, no seating, no food
sampling, and no live music. No
reusable shopping bags will be
permitted. Restrooms will not
be available. We will limit the
number of people shopping at a
time. By Executive Order only
one person per household may
shop at a time. This is not a
family event. As always, no
dogs are allowed at the market.
Protecting public health is of
paramount importance. People
who appear to be sick are
encouraged to stay home. Our
friends at Edible Louisville this
attached graphic to help remind
us of ways to remain safe while still supporting local farms and farmers.
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Please visit the market website, www.smfarmersmarket.com for more information and
COVID-19 plans are at
https://smfarmersmarket.com/about-smfm/covid19-special-operating-procedures/
It's up to all of us to slow the spread of COVID-19. Everyone, including young and healthy
people, should avoid large gatherings during this time. Stay up-to-date with public health
guidelines from
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/public-health-recommendations.html.
The Kentucky Department of Agriculture created the document below to help us all stay
safe during this market season.
https://www.kyagr.com/marketing/documents/FM_Safe_Start_for_Your_FM_Season.pd
f
Wear a Mask!
Masks are recommended by the CDC for all and mandated by Kentucky’s Governor
effective May 11, 2020. Please wear a mask to keep yourself, our farmers, and market
patrons safe. If two people wear masks, and one of them is sick and likely doesn’t know
it, the chances of anyone else getting sick are 1.5%. If the sick person doesn’t wear a
mask, the chance of illness spreading to the other party is 70%! The mask traps virus
particles on the inside, preventing the virus particles from becoming airborne.
We plan to return to regular market operations as soon as conditions allow. In the
meantime, we look forward to maintaining our community with you and to supporting
you and the family farms that call the St. Matthews Farmers Market home.
Farmers Market Rules
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Welcome to our IN & OUT Market.
Pre-order from Participating Farms Whenever Possible.
Always Maintain 6-foot Social Distance.
Wear a Mask and Gloves, as Recommended by the CDC.
Limit Attendance to 1 Member of the Household. This is Not a Family Event.
Maintain Social Distance While Waiting in Line.
Be Ready to Order When it is Your Turn.
Choice may be Limited.
Be Patient.
Point to Items You Want. Do Not Touch Products.
Allow Farmers to Select and Bag your Produce.
Reusable Shopping Bags are Not Permitted.
Use Credit, Debit, or Cash. Vendors May Not Offer Change.
If You Are Sick, Stay Home.
If You Have to Sneeze or Cough, Do So into Your Elbow or a Tissue.
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Thoroughly Wash Your Hands With Soap for 20-Seconds Using CDC Guidelines.
Wash All Products Before Use or Cooking.
Hand Sanitizer Stations Provided by Evan Williams Bourbon Experience.
Bleach Solution for Vendors is Made Possible by WaterStep’s Bleach Maker.
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